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Iran ranked 2™ in “humanities and arts” and “social
sciences” fields among Islamic countries in International
Science Production

ISC Measured 1800 Iranian Journals’ Impact Factor and
Quartile Score

ISC/ EC Member E-Meeting Held ISC’s Ideas and Needs
Platform in Range of Malaysia’s MOHE

ISC EC Member Paid a Visit to This Institute
ISC Joint meeting with ECO Science Foundation (ECOSF)
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ISC Joint meeting with ECO
Science Foundation (ECOSF)

ISC joint virtual meeting with ECO Science
Foundation (ECOSF) was held on January 14,
2024.

This meeting was held with the aim to
develop joint scientific, educational and
research relations between ISC and Eco Science
Foundation and with the presence of Prof. Seyed
Ahmad Fazelzadeh, ISC president, as well as
Prof. Komail Tayebi, President of ECO Science
Foundation (ECOSF) and Prof. Azhar Ali Shah,
ISC EC member in West Asia.

At the beginning of this e-meeting, Prof.
Fazelzadeh, ISC preseident, while welcoming
the participants, mentioned about the activities,
scientific and technological achievements of
ISC such as evaluation, indexing and ranking
of scientific publications and universities in
addition to science and technology platforms
such as Challenges and Solutions Platform, the
portal to get to know elites and future makers
(Dana).

Prof. Fazelzade continued: “Monitoring the
science and technology of Islamic countries is
one of the important missions of this institute.
In this regard and according to a 10-year report
(2013-2022) Web of Science and Scopus,
Pakistan has won the seventh place”.

He added: “Among 57 Islamic countries’
universities, a total of 460 universities from 30
Islamic countries were eligible to be included
in the ISC ranking of Islamic countries in
2022, while Pakistan ranked third with 41
universities.”

He mentioned: “According to ISC WUR
BY SUBIJECT in 2022, Pakistan has ranked
third among Islamic countries”.

In the following, prof. Tayebi, ECO Science
Foundation (ECOSF), while expressing his
satisfaction with this meeting, said: “Eco has

established three specialized agencies with the
aim of economic development of the region,
one of which is Eco Science Foundation, whose
headquarters is located in Islamabad, Pakistan.”

He added: “Considering the international
scientific activities of ISC, the expansion of
scientific interactions using joint scientific
capacities can be put on the agenda so that ECO
members and the neighboring countries can also
use these services.

He also expressed his interest in the
continuation of these meetings to introduce
ISC services to ECO subsets and expressed his
readiness to cooperate in this field.

Noteworthy, ECO Science Foundation
(ECOSF) is an intergovernmental organization
and a specialized agency of the Economic
Cooperation Organization (ECO). It was
established in Islamabad, Pakistan in December
2011, with holding of the first meeting of Board
of Trustees (BoT), the highest decision-making
body. ECOSF aims to promote scientific and
technology research with an end goal to raise
socio-economic standing of ten member states
(Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyz Republic, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Turkey,
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan).

Prof. Azhar Ali Shah also pointed to
the importance of the two international
organizations, ISC and ECO, and expressed his
hope that in ECO conferences and meetings,
especially the upcoming ECO meeting in
Tehran, the panel introducing the services and
capabilities of ISC will also be included in order
to the interaction of ISC and ECO will bring
more achievements to the Islamic scientific
community.

He also suggested that joint programs be
developed between the two parties in order to
achieve the goals of the two sides.

In the end, it was decided to sign a scientific

memorandum between ISC and ECOSF.




ISC EC Member Paid a
Visit to This Institute

Dr. Azhar Ali Shah, a member of ISC
executive committee in West Asia, visited this
institution on January 13, 2024 at the invitation
of Dr. Seyed Ahmed Fazelzadeh, the president
of ISC.

Following the first meeting of ISC
executive committee members in 2018, this visit
was aimed at familiarizing him with the new
activities of ISC and discussing how to expand
these services in the West Asia region with the
presence of Dr. Seyed Ahmed Fazelzadeh, the
president of ISC.

At the beginning of this meeting, Dr.
Fazelzadeh, while welcoming ISC Executive
Committee member, gave a brief history of the
establishment, services and activities of ISC
and its position nationally and internationally.

Dr. Fazelzadeh went on to introduce the
scientific products and subjective reports of
ISC, such as challenges and solutions platform
(CSP), the portal for getting to know elites
and future makers (DANA), the digital library
system, the ranking of universities and research
institutions in Iran, the system of scientific
publications and ISC national and international
rankings.

He said: “Internationally, ISC had several
meetings with the top universities of Turkey
and D8 organization in the past year, which has
led to the signing of scientific memorandums
and cooperation.

ISC president said: “we monitor the status
of science and technology of I. R. of Iran and
the leading Islamic countries. Islamic countries
received significant ranks in various rankings,

and specially reviewed the performance of

Pakistan.

Dr. Azhar Ali Shah, a member of ISC
executive  committee, while expressing
her satisfaction at his return to ISC, gave
explanations about the functioning of the higher
education system in Pakistan.

He said: “Higher education in Pakistan is
administered by the Ministry of Education at
both the federal and provincial levels, while
the federal system mostly assists in curriculum
development, accreditation, and funding of
research and development”.

He added: “There is a commission in
Pakistan under the title “Higher Education
Commission”, which is basically an
independent institution and its activities are
related to financing, monitoring, regulation and
accreditation of Pakistan’s higher education
affairs.”

It 1s worth noting that Dr. Azhar Ali Shah
1s a member of the executive committee of ISC
in West Asia, has Ph.D. in electronics from
the University of Nottingham, and is currently
a member of the faculty of Sindh University,
Pakistan.

At the end of this meeting, Dr. Fazelzadeh
presented ISC memorial plaque to Dr. Azhar Ali

Shah.



the issues of the last two years (plus the year of
calculating the impact factor) in ISC’s journals’
database have been counted. Identification
and citation relationships between the articles
published in them are analyzed and the impact
factor of each publication is calculated based
on the number of citations and the number of
articles. Journals’ impact factor is a quantitative
index that measures the impact of one
publication on other publications and is used to
evaluate, compare and rank scientific journals
in different disciplines at the national level or to
compare publications at the international level.

In the following, the journals in each subject

area are given a descending order based on the
distribution of their coefficient values’ influence
and are placed in quartiles (Q1 to Q4). The first
quarter (Q1) includes 25% of the journals in the
relevant subject areas, which have the highest
values of the impact factor and, as a result, the
highest level of impact, compared to 75% of
other publications in that field. In the same way,
the fourth quartile (Q4) includes publications
with the lowest degree of influence. It is obvious
that the impact of publications in the fourth
quartile is far greater than that of publications

without an impact factor.

ISC/ EC Member E-Meeting Held
ISC’s Ideas and Needs Platform in
Range of Malaysia’s MOHE

This meeting was held in the presence of
Prof. S. A. Fazelzadeh, ISC president, Prof. Ali
Nayebi, Vice President of International Affairs
and Scientific Diplomacy, and Dr. Mohammad
Reza Falahati, Director of International Affairs
Development, as well as Dr. Asma Ismail, a
member of the Executive Committee of ISC, on
Dec. 23, 2023.

This session was held according to the
coordination with Prof. Asma Ismail, the
Malaysian executive committee member of
ISC, and in order to expand scientific, research,
technology and innovation interactions and
also the plan for further cooperation with the
Ministry of Higher Education of Malaysia
(MOHE) and the development of ISC services
in Southeast Asia.

In this meeting, Dr. Fazelzadeh first thanked
Dr. Ismail for her presence in this virtual
meeting and said: “ISC has a lot of potential for

cooperation with Malaysia and south-east Asian
countries, and | hope that this e-meeting will
act as the starting point of a series of meetings
and e-meetings all aiming at strengthening ISC-
Malaysia cooperation on science, research,
technology and innovation.”

In the continuation of this virtual meeting,
Dr. Asma Ismail, a member of ISC executive
committee, while welcoming the holding of a
joint virtual meeting with ISC in connection
with the issues raised by ISC president, said: “the
issues raised by you, especially the launch of
ideas and needs platform (INP) and the portal to
get to know elites and future makers (DANA) in
Malaysia and the Ministry of Higher Education
of this country is very important.




ISC Measured 1800 Iranian Journals’ Impact
Factor and Quartile Score

1800 Iranian journals which affiliated with
the title of “Ministry of Science, Research and
Technology” (MSRT), “Ministry of Health
and Medical Education” (MHME), “Islamic
Azad University” and other organizations
and institutions have been entered ISC’s JCR
system.

As the only official scientometric authority
in the country and as the third international

citation database after Clarivate Analytics and

Scopus, ISC evaluates the performance of
journals based on analyzes and citation criteria
and the journals with an impact factor in ISC-
JCR Database.

In Table 1, the number of Iranian journals
indexed in international citation databases (Web
of Science, Scopus and ISC’s JCR) has been
shown according to MSRT, MHME, Islamic
Azad University, etc.

Table 1. An overview of the number of Iranian journals indexed in citation databases

o joJrr:]Zg?ﬁg;(Iggnimhe The No. of Iranian The No. of Iranian The No. of Iranian
Organization Clarivate Analytics journals indexed in journals indexed in journals indexed in
(2022) WOS (2022) Scopus (2022) ISC-JCR (2020)
MSRT 74 58 125 1169
MHME 99 94 191 378
IAU 4 3 2 39
MSRT-1AU 11 11 18 104
MSRT-MHME 1 1 1 1
MHME-IAU 1 1 1 5
Others 7 6 18 104
Total 197 174 356 1800

Iranian prestigious journals in ISC-JCR

According to the latest evaluation, 1,800 Iranian journals affiliated with Iran’s MSRT, MHME,

IAU and other organizations and institutions, also Iran Academy of Sciences have entered ISC-JCR.

Table 2. Organizational coverage of Iran's prestigious journals in ISC-JCR

Organization Frequency
MSRT 1169
MHME 378

I1AU 39
MSRT-1AU 104

MSRT-MHME 1

MHME-IAU 5
others 104
Total 1800

In this journals’ database, the articles’ network has been drawn based on the analysis of their

references. In order to perform citation analysis, the publications that have a complete archive of



Citation index | Citation index Citation index Citation Index of Sciences,
2022 of humanities of social . "*Social Sciences",
. of Science " - o
and arts sciences Humanities and Arts
Total number 404 4773 59327 64,504
of documents
Percent 0.63% 7.40% 91.97% 100
Rank in the 35 23 15 16
world
Rank in
Islamic 2 2 1 2
Iran countries
Number of 359 4,556 57.236 62,151
articles
Percent 0.58% 7.33% 92.09% 100
Rank in the 34 28 14 14
world
Rank in
Islamic 2 2 1 1
countries
Total number
117,141 488,642 2,865,103 3,470,886
of documents
The Percent 3.37% 14.08% 82.55% 100
World | Number of 58,321 402,268 2,386,360 2,846,949
articles
Percent 2.05% 14.13% 83.82% 100
Chart 1- The number of articles in the humanities and art citation of Islamic
countries in WoS in 2022 by country (top 20 countries)
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Iran ranked 2" in “humanities and arts” and “social sciences”

fields among Islamic countries in International
Science Production

The Islamic Republic of Iran ranked second
in the production of international science in
the fields of “humanities and arts” and “social
sciences” among Islamic countries.

Every year, about 150,000 articles by
Iranian researchers have been indexed in
national and international databases, and the
analytical review Islamic World Science and
Technology Monitoring and Citation Institute
(ISC) in international databases such as Web
of Science (WoS) shows that the fields of
Engineering, Medicine and Health, Agriculture
and Environment and Basic Sciences have a
greater share in Iran scientific production.

According to the WoS database, the Islamic
Republic of Iran ranks 17th in the production
of international science, and the share of
“humanities and arts” in 2022 was 0.58%.
The share of “social sciences” was 7.33% in
international science production.

The Islamic Republic of Iran ranks second
among Islamic countries after Turkey in the
fields of “humanities and arts” and “social
sciences” in 2022. Charts 1 and 2 show the total
number of arts and humanities citation index
documents of 20 leading Islamic countries
in WoS in 2022. Also, at the global level, the
position of the Iran’s scientific productions in
the fields of “humanities and arts” and “social
sciences” is 34 and 28, respectively, which is
much lower compared to the overall position of

scientific production, which was 17.

In “humanities and arts” and “social
sciences” Iran’s share is 8% of international
science production, while 92% of international
articles are indexed in other sciences. These
results indicate that due to the strong capacity
and background of the country in the field of
“humanities and arts” and “social sciences”, the
international outputs in this field are very low
and need planning to strengthen this field.

At the global level, 2% of scientific
productions belong to the field of “humanities
and arts”, while in Iran this share is 0.58 and
it is almost a quarter of the global trend. In the
field of “social sciences”, the share of the world
is 14.13%, and Iran’s situation in this field is
half of the world with 7.33%.
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